SUSSEX COUNTY BA

.
TITLE
The Association shall be called "THE SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLING ASSOCIATION".

2.
OBJECTS
The objects of the Association shall be:-
(i) 
To promote, foster and safeguard the game of Bowls for Men in Sussex as laid down by the Rules of Bowls England.
(ii) 
To induce Clubs to maintain their greens in as perfect a condition as possible.
(iii)
To promote inter-county matches and such other competitions as may seem desirable.
(iv)
To interpret for affiliated Clubs difficult or doubtful questions of law or practice, and to arbitrate in all differences referred to it by and among affiliated Clubs.
3.
MEMBERSHIP
(a) 
The Association shall consist of Bowling Clubs in Sussex. Clubs playing on Municipal or other Public Greens must possess a permit from the Municipal or other authority allowing them the use of rinks for competition purposes.
(b) 
No Club playing or intending to play on a Municipal or other public green upon which an affiliated Club or Clubs is or are now playing shall be affiliated to this Association until the existing Club or Clubs has or have been consulted by the Executive Committee of this Association.
(c) 
Any Club applying for membership shall give the names of its office bearers, and the situation and size of its green, after which the application will be considered by the Executive Committee.
(d) 
Each affiliated Club will make an annual return of its office bearers.
(e) 
Each club shall have authority within its own Association and shall have power to draw up or amend its own Constitution provided however that the Constitution of every club shall contain the following provision;
“All matches shall be played in accordance with the Laws of the Game, as approved by Bowls England.  The club and its members shall, as a condition of the continuance of affiliation to Bowls England, at all times and in all respects conform to and be bound by the Constitution of Bowls England”.

4.
FEES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
(a)
An entrance Fee of £10.00 shall be payable by each club on becoming affiliated.

(b)
The Annual Subscription to the County Association shall be fixed by the Annual General Meeting and clubs are required to pay a per capita fee for each male member at a rate that shall be fixed by the Executive Committee annually as well as a fee to be passed to Bowls England the amount of which they will notify our Association annually.

(c)
The subscriptions shall be requested by the County Treasurer during November annually and will be required to be received by him at a date which will be set out on the demand.  Failure to pay the dues by the due date will disqualify the club from participating in the affairs of the Association until such fees are paid.
5.    ADMINISTRATION
(a) 
The Association shall be divided into four Divisions; 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Each affiliated Club shall be assigned to one of the Divisions as determined by the Executive Committee.
(b) 
The affairs of the Association shall be conducted by an Executive Committee consisting of the President, Senior Deputy President, Junior Deputy President, Immediate Past President, Honorary Members, Honorary Chaplain, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Assistant Secretary. Honorary Match Secretary, Honorary Competition Secretary, Honorary Solicitor, Honorary Coach, Honorary Divisional Competition Secretaries, Honorary Safeguarding Officer, Members of "General Purposes" and "Selection” Committees, V.P. Divisional Controllers, the elected member of the Sussex County Indoor Bowling Association plus one delegate from each affiliated club with under 100 members and two delegates from each affiliated club with 100 members and over, all of whom shall be entitled to vote, twenty-five to form a quorum, but with this exception:- 

If the business under discussion relates to an affiliated club, such club shall be entitled to no more than one vote or two votes if the club has 100 members or more, and the vote or votes shall be exercised by the nominated delegate or delegates only.
No person in whatever capacity he acts shall have more than one vote in any one matter.  In the event of any tie in voting the President or his authorised Deputy shall exercise his casting vote.
(c) 
Clubs may substitute one delegate for another at any time by giving notice to the Honorary Secretary of the Association.

(d) 
Emergency matters to be dealt with by the President, Senior Deputy President, Junior Deputy President, Honorary Secretary and Honorary Treasurer.
(e) 
Disciplinary matters shall be dealt with by the General Purposes Committee in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of Bowls England.

(f)
All the aforesaid in this Section shall be male.

6.
GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
(a) 
A General Purposes Committee shall be appointed at the Annual General Meeting comprising the President, Senior Deputy President, Junior Deputy President, immediate Past President, Honorary Solicitor, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Assistant Secretary, Honorary Match Secretary, Honorary Competition Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Coach, plus two members from each of the Divisions who shall be elected by the members of the Executive Committee, voting only for nominees in their Division.  Seven to form a quorum..
(b) 
The duties of this Committee shall be to make recommendations to the Executive Committee, deal with business referred to them and with any matters that may arise between Executive Committee Meetings.
(c) 
Nominations for the General Purposes Committee must be sent by the Nominee's own club to the Association Honorary Secretary and received not later than 1st November each year. 
(d) 
A Finance Sub-Committee shall be appointed by the General Purposes Committee to deal with financial matters as required.
(e) 
The General Purposes Committee shall have the power to fill by Co-option vacancies occurring in the Committee with the exception of Presidential officer vacancies.
(f)
The offices of Honorary Solicitor, Honorary Safeguarding Officer, Honorary Chaplain and Honorary Accounts Examiner shall be appointed by the General Purposes Committee.
7.
COMMITTEE OF APPEAL
(a) 
The Executive Committee shall be empowered to adjudicate upon any disputes referred to it by affiliated Clubs as to meaning or interpretation of the laws of the game, or of any of the rules, bye-laws, regulations and conditions, or any matter of practice, policy or complaint which it shall hold to be within its jurisdiction.
(b) 
The subject of reference or appeal must be stated in writing to the Honorary Secretary, who shall call either a special meeting to discuss it, or postpone its consideration until the next ordinary meeting.  All sides shall be heard, and the decision of the Executive Committee shall be final.
8.
HONORARY SECRETARY AND HONORARY TREASURER
(a) 
The Honorary Secretary shall keep a record of all business transacted at all the meetings of the Association and submit a report at each Annual General Meeting.
(b) 
The Honorary Treasurer shall submit an annual statement of accounts at each Annual General Meeting.
(c) 
A copy of the annual statement of accounts which shall have been examined by the Honorary Accounts Examiner and the notice convening the Annual General Meeting shall be forwarded to the Honorary Secretary and Delegate of each Club.

9.
MEETINGS
(a) 
The Annual General Meeting shall be held during the month of December. The voting at such meeting shall be confined to members of the Executive Committee as provided In Rules 5, 6(a) and 16(a), All persons attending this meeting shall record their name and the Club to which they belong in a book provided for that purpose.
(b) 
On receipt of a requisition signed by the Secretaries of three or more affiliated Clubs, the Honorary Secretary shall call a Special General Meeting, such requisition to state the nature of the business to be transacted, and no other business than that so stated shall be transacted at such a meeting, Seven days' notice shall be given of all General and Special General Meetings.
10.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS
(a) 
At the Annual General Meeting a President, Senior Deputy President, Junior Deputy President, Honorary Secretary, Honorary Treasurer, Honorary Assistant Secretary, Honorary Match Secretary, Honorary Competition Secretary and Honorary Divisional Competition Secretaries, and Honorary Coach shall be elected.  Nominations for these Offices must be sent by the Nominee's own club to the Association’s Honorary Secretary and received not later then 1st November each year.
(b) 
Honorary Members may be elected for services rendered to the Association. All Past Presidents shall become Honorary Members.
(c) 
The General Purposes Committee shall have the power to fill vacancies occurring amongst the Officers with the exception of the Presidential Officers.

(d)
Notwithstanding Rule 10 (a), in the event of a Presidential Office becoming vacant, the relating Deputy President shall deputise, or, it considered expedient, a Special General Meeting may be called to fill such vacancy.  Nominations for any of these offices must be sent by the Nominee's own club to the Association’s Honorary Secretary not less then four weeks prior to the Special General meeting called for that purpose.
11.
ANNUAL VICE-PRESIDENTS
Any member may become a Vice-President, on payment of the specified annual subscription.
12.
STANDING ORDERS
(a) 
At the General and Executive Committee Meetings the mover of a Motion, but not the mover of an Amendment, shall have the right to reply, immediately after which reply the question shall be put and a vote taken.  No other person shall be allowed to speak more than once on the same Motion, unless permission to explain be given by the Chairman, or, in exceptional circumstances, by consent of three-fourths of those voting.
(b) 
Mover of a Motion, when exercising his right to reply, shall not introduce new matters, but confine his reply to questions raised in the discussion.  The Seconder of a Motion or an Amendment may do so formally, and exercise his right to speak at a later period of the discussion.  A direct negative to a Motion is not a legitimate amendment.
(c) 
All Amendments must be relevant to the Motion under discussion.  If an Amendment be negatived then another Amendment may be moved to the Motion under discussion, but only one Amendment shall be submitted to the Meeting at one time.  No Member shall be permitted to move more than one Amendment upon the same Motion.
(d)
Any Member who has not already spoken may move that the question be now put, and on this being seconded by a like Member, the Chairman must take a vote, and if carried, the discussion ceases, and after the Mover of the Motion has replied, the vote must be taken.  When a Motion has been submitted "that the question be now put" and negatived it shall not be permissible for the same person to again move a similar Motion on the same question, and no similar Motion shall be moved by any other person until a period of ten minutes shall have elapsed from the Former vote.

(e)
No Motion on any matter shall be considered' unless specified on the Agenda.

13.
SEVERANCE OF MEMBERSHIP
It shall be competent for the Executive Committee after due investigation of the facts and, if need be, the examination of witnesses and relevant documentary evidence, to suspend or determine the membership of any Club.
14
 PLAYERS' STATUS AND INVOLVEMENT
(a) 
Any person may participate In any event for reward in cash or kind.  To maintain his amateur status the recipient of such rewards may deduct his expenses as defined by the International Olympic Committee Constitution but must remit the balance to the Governing Body concerned The IOC rules deal with the following;
(i)
Assistance administered through his national association for the costs of food and lodging,

- the costs of transport,

- pocket money to cover Incidental expenses,
- the expenses for insurance cover in respect of accidents, illness, personal property and disability,
- the purchase of personal sports equipment and clothing,
- the cost of medical treatment, physiotherapy and authorised coaches.
(ii) 
Compensation authorised by Bowls England in case of necessity to cover financial loss resulting from his absence from work or basic occupation.  In no circumstances shall payment made under this provision exceed the sum which the competitor would have earned in his work in the same periods.  The compensation may be paid With the approval of the Bowls England.
(b) 
If any Club or member shall permit or do anything which, in the opinion of the Executive Committee of the Association, is a breach or non observance of any part of this rule, such Club or member, or both, may be suspended or disqualified or be otherwise dealt with as the Executive Committee may think fit.  This rule shall not be retrospective.
15.
COMPETITIONS
(a)
The Executive Committee shall have entire control of inter-county matches and other competitions. and draw up rules and regulations for the latter, or they may delegate such powers to sub-committees appointed by them for that purpose.
(b)
Affiliated Clubs are expected to give reasonable facilities for the holding of competitions promoted by the Association for whch the use of a neutral green is required.
16
SELECTION COMMITTEE
(a)
For the International Trial Match, County Matches and other County nominations, a Selection Committee shall be elected at each Annual General Meeting, after the election of Officers and shall consist of two members from Divisions who shall be elected by the members of the Executive Committee voting only for nominees In their Division.  Five to form a quorum.

(b)
In addition there shall be for the Home Counties League and Middleton Cup matches, a Team Manager appointed by the General Purposes Committee plus two nominated assistants approved by the General Purposes Committee, 

(c)
The Selection Committee shall select the players required for County Matches from players nominated by their respective Clubs, badged players to be shown separately, it having first been ascertained by the Secretary of their Clubs that such players will play if selected, but the Committee shall have power to invite any strong player or players to complete a County team although not nominated by a Club.  
(d)
No Member of the Selection Committee nominated or under discussion for the Middleton Cup Team shall sit on that Committee whilst he is being considered.
(e)
Nominations for the Selection Committee must be received by the Honorary Secretary not later than 1st November each year.  Nominees must be the holder of a Sussex County B.A. (Outdoor) Blazer badge, at the time of nomination.
(f)
The General Purposes Committee shall have the power to fill by Co-option vacancies occurring in the Selection Committee.
17
BADGE AND CREDIT AWARDS

Badge Awards 

(a)
The County Blazer Badge shall be awarded as follows: 

(i)
To players who reach one or more of the Finals of the Singles, Pairs, Triples and Fours County Championships and who represent Sussex in the National Championships, provided that they have played in not less than four rounds of the Championship concerned. 

(ii) 
To a player who wins the Under 25 Singles Championship. 

(iii)
To players who have been selected and played in Three (3) County Badge matches. 

(iv)
To a player who wins the Champion of Champions Competition

(v)
To a player who wins the Unbadged (Singles) Competition. 

(vi)
To players on being selected for and playing in a Middleton Cup Match. 

(b)
Players in their first County Badge Match or on being awarded their first County Blazer badge Credit shall be presented with a County Colts Lapel Badge. 

Credit Awards 

(c) "Credits" towards a County Blazer Badge shall be awarded as follows: 

(i)
A credit equivalent to one County Badge Match shall be awarded to players who participate in the Quarter Final of  the Singles, Pairs, Triples or Fours Championships, provided that they have played in not less than three previous rounds of the Championship concerned. Players participating in the Semi Finals of the aforementioned Championships shall be awarded one additional credit providing that they have played in not less than four previous rounds of the Championship concerned.

(ii)
Credits equivalent to two County Badge Matches shall be awarded to the Runner Up of the County Under 25 Singles Championship. 

(iii)
A credit equivalent to one County Badge Match shall be awarded to the losing semi finalist in the County Unbadged Singles Competition and Champion of Champions Competition. 

(iv)
After playing his third Middleton Cup game a player shall be awarded a Middleton Cup blazer flash.
(v)
After playing his third Home Counties League game a player shall be awarded a Home Counties League blazer flash.

VP Blazer Badge 

(d)
Vice Presidents who have played in four VP games over a minimum period of three years, will at the end of that time receive a badge to be worn on his blazer.
18
PLAYERS AND CLUBS - CONDUCT AND OBLIGATIONS ON SELECTION
(a)
When a player selected by the Selection Committee for a County game fails to attend for that match, and no reasonable excuse is provided by player or his Club, he shall not be selected for any County match for a maximum of three years commencing on the date of notification. If the fault of the player in not attending is that of his Club then the player shall not be penalised.
(b)
When a player for a County game does not attend and a reasonable excuse is not provided, his Club shall be responsible for paying his match fee.
(c)
Prior to any decision being made, the player or Club shall be asked for an explanation. This will then be considered by the Secretary and/or the Match Secretary and a decision will be given in writing. Any appeal arising should be made within fourteen days of the decision being notified to the player and Club involved, and dealt with as an emergency matter as defined In Rule 5 (d).


19
OFFICIAL YEAR BOOKS
Clubs are obliged to take Year Books at current prices on the following basis of membership: 

Up to 30 members - 6 copies 
61 to 80 members – 20 copies

31 to 40 members - 12 copies
81 to 100 members – 25 copies

41 to 60 members - 15 copies
over 100 members – 40 copies
20.
ALTERATION OF RULES
Alterations of or additions to all or any of the foregoing Rules shall be made only at the Annual General Meeting or at a Special General Meeting convened for that purpose. Written notice of the terms of the proposed alterations must be sent to the Honorary Secretary not later than four weeks prior to the date of such meeting, and notice of such proposed alteration shall be sent to each Club with the notice convening the meeting.
21.
NOTIFICATION OF RULES
It is the duty of every Club to ensure that each of its members is aware of these rules.
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